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The Puppets are back! 

Please join us each Wednesday during Lent.                                     
Worship starts at 7:00 p.m.    
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Dear Friends, 

We all like to know that we are assured of certain things.  We like it when     
someone has agreed to do something or to be somewhere on time.  Sometimes we even 
make people promise us that the thing or time will be kept.  Promises are important as 
we pledge to the person that we will do what we say.  We are sealing it with a spit and a 
handshake.  In the Old Testament there is a situation where animals are cut in half and 
those entering into the covenant, or promise, pledge that they will obey by it or may 
they be like the animals, split in two.  Now that would be motivation for most to keep 
their word promise, wouldn’t it? 

Promise is defined: Noun, “a declaration or assurance that one will do a                
particular thing or that a particular thing will happen”,  Verb, “assure someone that one 
will definitely do, give, or arrange something; undertake or declare that something will 
happen.” So when someone asks us, “do you promise?” they are asking for assurance. 

Growing up in my highly functioning, dysfunctional family I was promised a lot 
but many of those promises were broken and it did not mean anything to the one                
promising.  So, I learned early to distrust promises and vowed that I would not promise 
something if I could not make it happen. With years of therapy, I learned I can trust a 
promise.  In our household my wife and kids know that if I make a promise, I'll move 
mountains to make it happen.  I did break one promise to my kids early in their lives 
and it devastated me more than it did the kids. They still remind me every once in a 
while about it.  But a promise means something, it is a vow to do what you say you will, 
to follow through and to keep your word, your promise. 

If you want a certain thing, a promise, look no further than the Bible. In it are 
many promises and many promises made good.  This year during Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter we are going to look at some of God’s promises over time.  We will also see how 
God fulfills those promises.  You see, God makes good on His promises.  When God 
says that it will be done, it is done.  Maybe not how we would like it or in the time table 
we have set, but rest assured, He makes good.  

The journey to the cross is full of promise and hope. Won’t you join us this Len-
ten season?  Please plan to join us on Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00 p.m. for Ash 
Wednesday and the following five weeks as we explore God’s Promises/God’s                 
Promises Fulfilled.  All  Lenten services begin at 7:00 since we are unable to have 
meals at this point.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 
 

  

Some of God’s promises for you today: 

I will be with you. 

I will protect you. 

I will be your strength. 

I will answer you. 

I will provide for you. 

I will give you peace. 

I will always love you. 
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In Memory of Eldred & Lillian Savre 

Mark & Kathy Savre   
 
In Memory of Les Berdal 
Jason McCardle & Wendy Serr   
 
In Memory of Joan Anderson 
Roger & Kitty Hare   
Beverly Edland   
Roger & Alice Schilke   
Tim & Deb Soma   
 
In Memory of Lennis Stokkeland 
Clarence & JuliAnn Sandvik   
 
 

All memorials received are deposited to the 

Trinity Lutheran Church Memorial Fund.  

These funds are used to pay for special projects 

as designated by the donor.  Designations      

currently  established are: Banners, Altar Guild, 

Pew Cushions, Music, Quilters, Rock Garden, 

SAMs Program, Sunday School, Youth and  

Undesignated.  Please indicate if you would like 

your memorial designated to one of these or an-

other of your choice.  Your giving in honor or 

memory of loved ones is greatly  appreciated. 
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WE ARE THANKFUL TO HAVE           
RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING                     

MEMORIALS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Promises/God’s Promises             
Fulfilled 

 

 Join us this Lent as we explore some of 
God’s promises that he has fulfilled.  We will explore 
six times when God has promised humans some-
thing and then followed through on those promises.   

The puppets will be here each week to help 
us understand what it is God is doing in and through 
His promises.  Youth and youngins’ will be invited 
forward to see the skits, socially distanced and 
masked of course. Maybe they will even get              
something each week to add to an ongoing Lenten 
“project”.   

Each week we will explore a story from the 
Bible that includes a promise from God. We will hear 
from someone about how God’s promises are in 
their lives (I am still looking for volunteers for this, I’ll 
even help you with it. We can tape it and play it on 
the screen too.) 

 
 

Ash Wednesday & Lenten worship 
services begin at 7:00pm 

 

 Trinity Lutheran Church Council 
 

Bob Schlotman—President 

Jill Larson—Vice President 

Scott Tranby—Treasurer 

 —Education 

Paige Hanson—Evangelism 

Charles Olson—Property-Building 

Scott Loge—Property-Grounds 

Dane Mueller—Social & Fellowship 

Karen Hornung—Stewardship 

Nicky Wathne—Worship 
 

Next Council meeting—March 3, 7:00PM 
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for direction and recommendations.   

 The current office printer is needing more frequent re-
pair.  Our service representative informed us that while 
it is still in working order, some of the parts have be-
come obsolete.  Estimates to replace the unit should be 
sought in order to make an informed decision if and 
when the time comes to replace the machine. 

 Offering – While we are very blessed to have good giv-
ers, the offering for the last two Sundays has been low. 

12. Pastor’s Time 

 Pastor Rick is thankful for the time away after Christ-
mas. 

 He is looking forward to resuming ABC’s and hopes all 
future council meetings can return to in-person begin-
ning in February. 

 He will be presenting two fundraising opportunities: 

 Pounds Off Pastor (POPs) – He hopes get people to 
pledge to support his weight loss.  He plans to lose 40 
lbs. by May.  The funds raised would be disbursed to 
the Food Pantry, FCA and other local causes yet to be 
determined. 

 Get One-Give One – a fundraiser in support of the Food 
Pantry.  The “Get One” items to be donated could be 
left at Miller’s or brought to the church for delivery to 
the Food Pantry.  The idea came about as another way 
to help with food insecurity in our community. 

 He has plans for vacation May 22-31.  We will need 
pulpit supply for two Sundays.  

 Pastor Rick thanked Kelly, Larry and Bethany for their 
commitment to the Trinity Council.  He wished them 
well as they turn to other things that God will call them 
to.  He thanked the council for being leaders in the 
church and radiating out into the community. 

 Bob relayed appreciation from the school employees for 
the gift of Christmas Bucks at Christmas.  Several writ-
ten notes of appreciation have been received and are 
posted on the church bulletin board. 

13. President’s Remarks 

 Kelly thanked Pastor Rick for his good ideas and 
wished him luck.  He shared that his time served on 
council has been good for him.  He has learned that it 
requires a team effort to get things done and has been 
impressed at how people come together.  Together the 
church has managed some tough stuff with a lot of 
changes.  The experience has been good.   

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,   

Allison Anderson, Office Manager 

Our 2021 Offering Envelopes 

are here and ready for you to 

pick up.  Please find yours in 

the church  library. 

We appreciate the dedication 
of our Sunday offering            

counting teams. 

 January—Beverly & Shirley  
 February—Julie & Delores 

 March—Ruth & Lois 
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Edited TLC Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021, 7:00pm via Zoom 

Present:  Pastor Rick, Kelly VenHuizen, Bob Schlot-
man, Paige Hanson, Karen Hornung, Nicky Wathne, 
Scott Loge, Larry Grandalen, Scott Tranby, Bethany 
Eberhardt, Allison Anderson 

Meeting was called to order by president, Kelly Ven-
Huizen. 

Devotions 

1.  Old Business 

 Annual Meeting will be January 31, 2021.  50 vot-
ing members constitutes a quorum.  Kelly asked 
that we promote to encourage attendance.  Written 
notice of the meeting will be in the January Tid-
ings. 

 Multi-Media upgrade-a generous gift from a mem-
ber of the Trinity congregation has been offered to 
cover the cost of the upgrade to our system.  Mo-
tion by Scott Loge to accept the very generous gift 
and move forward with the upgrade, second by 
Scott Tranby.  Motion carried. 

 Nominating committee-at this time the committee 
has found a candidate for the Property-Building 
chair. Larry Grandalen has served out his term.  
Two additional candidates are needed as Bethany 
Eberhardt and Kelly VenHuizen have completed 
their terms. 

 Furnace repair-we have received a check from our 
insurance company to cover the needed repair less 
the deductible with more to come if additional ex-
penses occur.  Scott Loge made a motion to also 
add the $500 device to protect against this happen-
ing again, second by Bob Schlotman.  Motion car-
ried. 

2.  Office Manager’s Report-Motion to approve the 
report by Larry, second by Scott T.   Motion car-
ried. 

3.  Secretary’s Report 

 Motion to approve the report by Bob, second by 
Paige.  Motion carried. 

4.  Property/Building Committee Report  

 Larry repaired the narthex toilet. 

 He will follow through with the furnace repair pro-
ject. 

 The parsonage garbage disposal is not working.  
There is condensation in the parsonage garage that 
needs to be checked out. 

 Kelly thanked Larry for his commitment to Trinity 
these years as the Property Building chair.  Many 
large projects have been successfully completed 
during his time.  The council expressed much ap-
preciation. 

5.  Property/Grounds Committee Report  

 The Christmas trees were stored behind the altar.  
They will be protected with dust covers. 

6.  Evangelism Committee Report 

 The committee prepared 150 treat bags which were 
distributed on Christmas Eve and the following 
Sunday. 

7.  Social & Fellowship Committee Report-nothing to 
report. 

8.  Stewardship Committee Report 

 Karen gave an update on the cookbook project.  78 
of the 325 cookbooks remain to be sold.  It is going 
well. 

9.  Education Report 

 Sunday School resumed on January 10.  Bethany 
has heard from people that they missed having the 
Christmas pageant. 

 On behalf of the council, Kelly thanked Bethany 
for all she has done for our church and the kids 
during her term. 

10. Worship Committee Report 

 Nicky remarked that it is good to be back to in-
person worship.  Christmas Eve worship went well 
with good attendance at the first service. 

11. New Business 

 Office Equipment – the current office computers 
can no longer process updates and should be re-
placed.  With approval from other council mem-
bers, Kelly suggested Brian Saxberg be contacted 
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Love Your Neighbor  

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two command-

ments hang all the law and the prophets.” –Matthew 22:37-40  

What a shame that February – the one month of the year with keen focus on love – is also the shortest. We sure could use a 

lot more love in our world, especially for our neighbor.  

The last 12 months have been particularly hard, as race riots, a divisive election and civil unrest have all unfolded against the 
traumatic backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic. Currently in very short supply, more love for neighbor would go a long way in 

helping us to solve our problems.  

Love for neighbor is integral to not only good discipleship, but also good stewardship. The greater the “love for neighbor” fac-
tor in our lives, the better stewards we will be of every blessing God provides – creation, time, relationships, money, posses-
sions, health, to name just a few. By cultivating love for neighbor we will also enjoy a happier life and promote a healthier and 

more civil society.  

The opposite is also true. Cultivating enmity for neighbor leaves us sour, selfish and cynical, while also making our nation 

angry and selfish.  

This year make February “Love Your Neighbor” month in your personal devotions and your congregational life. Give the con-
cept breathing room in your life. Keep it in your thoughts, sow it in our heart, talk about it to your family and friends. Pray for 

God to teach you what it means to love our neighbor.  

Pray for God to give you the strength and will to live it. And watch as love heals and invigorates your life … and our world.  

–Rob Blezard  

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.   Reprinted with permission from www.eandsynod.org 
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Pounds Off Pastor (POP)  

 
 As you know Pastor Rick is working hard to lose weight.  His goal is to shed 40 pounds by May.  
We can gladly report that as of today he has lost 20 pounds! 

 He issued us a challenge to pledge $$$$$$ in support of his weight loss journey.  His goal was 
to receive pledges to total $50 for each pound he lost.  How are we doing with this challenge? 

   Currently he has received 16 pledges to total $38.75 for each pound—just $11.25 short of his goal.   

 So where is the money going? 20% of funds given will be given away locally, 30% will go to            
future FCA camps, 20% to the nursing home PT center, 15% to the RC Cooper Athletic Center and 
15% to the Weecare daycare center. 

 Please get in touch with Pastor Rick or Allison in the office if you have any questions, want to 
pledge, or want to join in the journey.   

 

*Updates on Pastor’s journey will be shared on the church website and Facebook page. 
 

20 pounds = 40 sticks of  butter! 
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To view our Sunday worship:  tlccooperstown.com 

  

 

7th & 8th Grade Classes 
Sunday evenings @ 6pm 

“Get One/Give One” 

 

We will continue with this fundraiser for our community during Lent.  You are invited to 

participate in “Get One/Give One”.  

Three ways to do this: 

1. Inform your checker at Miller’s that you want to give one to the food pantry, the checker will 

set that item aside to be taken to the food pantry right here in town.  

2. Take the items to the food pantry yourself.  

3. Bring the items to Trinity and our church will make sure it gets delivered.   
 

We always encourage you to support our local businesses but if you run across a deal in                   

another town, bring the item(s) you Get and Give it here in Cooperstown.  

Of the 325 copies ordered, we have 
only 42 left!  Please contact Karen 
Hornung or the church office if you 

would like to purchase. 

TASTES OF  
TRINITY  

Cookbooks are still 

available for sale.   

 New board members were 
elected to the                         

TLC Foundation                                
at our annual meeting on          

January 31, 2021.  

They are Ken Gilbertson, 
Julie Lunde &                          

Brad McCullough.   

Many thanks to Welton 
Cochrane, Phyllis Ratcliffe and 

Clarence Sandvik for their  

service to the foundation. 

Thanks to a generous donation from a   
member of our congregation, our Multi-
Media System will be upgraded soon! 

If you would like to join the Multi-Media team, please 
talk to Pastor Rick or Kelly Urness.  Additional training 

will take place with the upgrade. 


