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Friends of Trinity, 

Each month I get the opportunity to step into your home through this newslet-

ter, giving thoughts, advice, ramblings, insights, and whatever else God has me 

type.  I want to thank you for reading and taking to heart the message God has for 

you, through these printed words.  I thank those of you who reach out and let me 

know what you think about it.  To be sure, not everyone agrees with what I have to 

say and I am thankful for the conversation it brings.  So, thanks for letting me in.  

Please know that if ever you have comments, I am open to hear them. 

I don’t know about you but I am suffering election fatigue or if not that then 

Covid fatigue.  I am worn down by the negative messages and all the information 

about a virus we really know little about.  I am tired many days a week, just 

tired.  However, when I am feeling this way I know from my Seasonal Adjustment 

Disorder (SAD) that when I have dark days I have to get up and get to doing some-

thing.  I cannot, no, I will not let the demons draw me down any farther into the dark-

ness. So what do I do?  I put on some Christian music.  I go outside into the light.  I 

soak up some rays, yes, even in the dead of winter.  I read the bible.  I take inventory 

of all those things that bring light into my life like my wife and kids, our herd of ani-

mals, my family, coaching, preaching…  Then I thank God for all that he has provid-

ed and that he has remained faithful.  Our God is Good!!!  Yes, depression is real and 

present and often darkness is where we head; however, people of God we are not 

alone.  We are surrounded by fellow saints who can help. 

 The Gospel of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 The Light shines and will not be overcome.  I want you to know that you are 

not in this alone.  If you are feeling depressed, or down, or dark, or whatever you call 

it, please speak to someone.  Please reach out to someone.  Life is tough right now 

and as we head into the darker months of winter it may not get easier.  If you need 

some light shined in your direction, God has put people in your life to do just that, to 

bring the light.    

If you are reading this and can’t relate, that is ok.  I thank God you can’t.  But 

maybe just maybe God is calling you to be a bringer of light to shine in the darkness 

for a friend, a family member or a stranger. Please be open to the possibility because I 

think that this winter we will need more bringers of light than we have in a long time. 

 

 

(Continued.) 
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In Memory of  Loren Briss  

Ken & Mary Eli-Music 
 

In Memory of Betty Huelsman  

Ken & Mary Eli-Music 
 

In Memory of Ken Anton 

Bart & ReNae Ashland   
 

In Memory of Brenda Starke 

Ruth Kerbaugh   
 

In Memory of Duane Louden 

Tom & Ardys Dahl   
Janice Harstad   
Tracy Ellingson   
Delores Olafson   

Diane Cowdrey   
Jim & Irene Mork   
Larry & JoAnne  White   

Vicki Sola   
Clarence & JuliAnn Sandvik   
Friends & Family of Duane Louden   
 

In Memory of Irish Lawrence 

Diane Cowdrey   
 

In Memory of Phyllis Ratcliffe’s sister 

Vernon & Lois Knudson  
  

In Memory of  Our Cooperstown Friends 
Ken & Mary Eli-Music 

 
All memorials received are deposited to the   Trinity 

Lutheran Church Memorial Fund.  These funds are 

used to pay for special projects as designated by the 

donor.  Designations currently  established are: Ban-

ners, Altar Guild, Pew Cushions, Music, Quilters, 

Rock Garden, SAMs Program, Sunday School, 

Youth and Undesignated.  Please indicate if you 

would like your memorial designated to one of these 

or another of your choice.  Your giving in honor or 

memory of loved ones is greatly  appreciated. 
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WE ARE THANKFUL TO HAVE           
RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING                  

MEMORIALS: 

THE TRINITY QUILTERS                                   
APPRECIATE THE FOLLOWING: 

 In Memory of Beth Schlotman 

From Bob Schlotman 

Please know that even those of us who battle the darkness, can be bringers of light.  Please know that 

I am praying for you in all your joys and struggles.  Please know that I am here if you need someone to talk 

to or just someone to sit with.   

Finally, remember that you are a precious, valuable, unique, special child of God.  Chosen and 

claimed and named by the one who made you. You are Loved. 

Pastor Rick  

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

 
 
 Trinity will be hosting the community Thanks-

giving service. 

 The council discussed Harvest Festival op-
tions.  The church is open to any ideas for fel-
lowship while keeping the safety and well-
being of all in focus. 

13. President’s Remarks 

 Kelly remarked that it has been hard as we try 
to do the right thing.  He appreciates all who 
keep on doing what they do for the church. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  Allison Anderson, Office 

Manager 
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 Portico selection – the selection must be made in 
October.  Pastor Rick gave an overview of the Sil-
ver and Gold+ plans recommended.  Trinity cur-
rently is enrolled in the Gold+ plan for Pastor and 
his family.  Bob made a motion that we maintain 
the Gold+ plan for 2021, second by Dane.  Motion 
carried. 

 Committee budgets were discussed – chairpersons 
should request changes to their budgets soon.  The 
executive council will meet to prepare the 2021 
budget.  The proposed budget would be presented 
to the congregation for approval at the November 
8 special meeting.  The congregation will be noti-
fied of the meeting two weeks in advance. 

 Nominating committee – Vice President Bob 
Schlotman will enact the committee to fill council 
vacancies as   the terms of Kelly and Larry end 
January, 2021.  Bethany’s first term ends this date 
as well.  She is eligible to serve an additional 3-
year term. 

 Ceiling fans – Kelly will talk to Larry about clean-
ing and maintenance of the sanctuary fans. 

 Oil burning water heater – Kelly will speak to Lar-
ry about this. 

12. Pastor’s Time 

 ABC’s have begun at the church on Sunday eve-
nings.  He will be meeting on October 11th with 
the 9th graders to plan for their confirmation on October 25. 

 Bible studies have resumed.  The SAMs bible 
study is each Tuesday afternoon.  The Gather bi-
ble study meets the first Wednesday of the month. 

 Options for dispensing communion were dis-
cussed.  Further research will be done. 

 Pastor Rick will be scheduling some vacation after 
the football season.  He will not be able to com-
plete his continuing education hours as nothing is 
available during the pandemic.  Due to his in-
creased exposure during football, his visitation to 
congregation members has been limited.  He will 
expand his visitation schedule once the season is 
over. 

 Pastor Rick and the council discussed options for 
worship in the event that Pastor Rick would be 
required to quarantine or isolate.  There are sever-
al options for him to lead worship virtually. 

 Red Willow Bible Camp will be using Trinity for 
their annual meeting on November 14.  Our new 
bishop is to attend to install the new camp direc-
tor.  Our space would allow for proper social dis-
tancing. 

CHURCH CEILING FAN  

CLEANING DAY—THANKS GUYS!  
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Edited TLC Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020, 7:00pm  

Present:  Pastor Rick, Kelly VenHuizen, Bob Schlot-
man, Scott Tranby, Paige Hanson, Karen Hornung, 
Nicky Wathne, Dane Mueller, Allison Anderson 

 

Meeting was called to order by president, Kelly Ven-
Huizen. 
 

Devotions 

1.  Old Business 

 Video/Streaming Upgrade – Scott Tranby summa-
rized the issues with our current multi-media sys-
tem.  Our current equipment will no longer finalize 
in order to share the recorded worship service.  To 
correct this, upgrade to record to a flash drive and 
add an additional HD camera would cost approxi-
mately $16,500.  This upgraded system would al-
low for enhanced live-streaming of our worship 
service. It was noted again that the considerable 
numbers that view Trinity’s worship service online 
each week should be taken into consideration as 
we discuss an upgrade to our live streaming capa-
bility. Scott met with the Trinity Foundation board 
to request help with funding.  Dane made a motion 
to present the proposed upgrade to the congrega-
tion for approval at a special meeting on November 
8, second by Scott Tranby.  Motion carried. 

2.  Office Manager’s Report 

 All future financial reports will include current bal-
ances of our certificates of deposit.  Motion to ap-
prove the report by Bob, second by Paige.  Motion 
carried. 

3.  Secretary’s Report 

 Motion to approve the report by Paige, second by 
Bob.  Motion carried. 

4.  Property/Building Committee Report  

 Parsonage windows will be replaced by Seth Han-
son. 

 The carpet tile in the Fireside Room will be 
cleaned October 8. 

 The toilet in the narthex was repaired again by 
Ness Plumbing.  Larry replaced ceiling tiles in the 
room below. 

5.  Property/Grounds Committee Report  

 Scott met with Roger Schilke recently to learn 
about the operation of our heating system. 

 Scott has cleaned the outside air conditioning units 
and trimmed bushes at parsonage and on church 
grounds. 

 The water line to the Rock Garden will be winter-
ized. 

 Kelly will talk to Scott about snow removal. 

6.  Evangelism Committee Report 

 Paige would like to check in to sponsoring a future 
curbside popcorn event at the Cooper Theatre. 

7.  Social & Fellowship Committee Report 

 Dane asked for ideas to fellowship during these 
times of pandemic.   

8.  Stewardship Committee Report 

 Karen shared the progress of the cookbook project.  
The book will be called “Tastes of Trinity” and the 
current deadline to submit recipes is October 11. 

9.  Education Report 

 Bethany has arranged for another teacher.  Sunday 
School will begin soon. 

10. Worship Committee Report 

 Singing and liturgy has been added back in to wor-
ship services.  Song leaders have been assigned 
through November.  Pews continue to be taped off 
for social distancing. 

 The use of individual pre-packaged communion 
supplies was discussed. 

11. New Business 

 Bob has received a request that the council consid-
er installing a drive up drop-box for offering.  
Council suggested more information should be 
gathered.  
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 01-Nov 10 Commandments   

08-Nov 10 Commandments  

15-Nov 10 Commandments  

 29-Nov Youth Sunday at Worship 
  

All classes will be at Trinity from            
6-7:30 pm. 

7th & 8th Grade Classes: 

Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30pm, Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

Our cookbook has been sent off to the printer!   

We will receive a proof soon and are on track to have the 
books here before Christmas.                                              

Thank you to everyone who submitted recipes—all 516 of 

them!  Please watch for more info. 

Christ is coming!  

 Are you ready?                                      

Are you prepared?  

Join us for Advent services. 

Advent begins Sunday,                
November 29! 

 

Please help us to decorate our 
sanctuary after worship on          

November 22.  We will put up the 
advent wreath, set up and                  

decorate the trees and put up our 
other Christmas decorations.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 1, 2020 

We remembered all who had died in Christ in the past year and whose                                                 

baptism is complete: 

Virginia Monson, Don Lovejoy, Lillian Myers, Roger Nelson, Bruce Gronneberg,                          

Janis Hagen, Myrleen Bakken, Gordon Ashland, Doris Walen, Duane Louden,                           

Kenneth Anton, Denis Gunderson, Eleanor Ramsey, Andy Miklas 
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Affirmation of Baptism, October 25, 2020 

(L-R) Brayden Sandvik, Coltyn Hilbert, Ryan Johnson, Kadance Klubben, Clayre Hilbert, CourtneyAnn Hall 
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TLC Sunday School  

Operation Christmas Child 

If you would like to help the kids with 
this project, please see the bulletin 

board for a shopping list of items they 
could use to fill the boxes.  Thank You! 

TRINITY THANKS: 

Please help us to use this space to thank others 
for their kindness, big or small. 

 

 Thank you, Kelly and Jack VenHuizen, for 

cleaning my gutters! - Linda Loge 

 The Trinity Quilters appreciate Rollie Jewett 

for taking the time to pick up our sewing              

machines. 

 Our ceiling fans are now clean thanks to the 

efforts (and daring) of Dane Mueller, Charlie 

Olson, Roger Schilke, Scott and Tatum Loge.  

Thanks, guys! 
 
 

 Submit your thank you wishes to the church office 
by phone or email: trinityofcooperstown@mlgc.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent 
Preparing in Christ’s Presence 

Do Less 

What can you let go of or erase from your to-do 

list in order to be more present with Christ this 

Advent? 

Experience Wonder 

How can we experience wonder and be fed by 

wonder in the midst of this busy season? 

Hold on to Hope 

How can we hold on to hope in the midst of the 

world’s troubles? 
 

From Sundays & Seasons, ©Augsburg Fortress. 

Our 2021 Offering            
Envelopes are here.  

They will be available to 
pick up soon. 

Thank you. 


